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On October 3, 2019 the Village of 
Wauconda officially began receiving
Lake Michigan water from the Central 
Lake County Joint Action Water 
Agency or CLCJAWA! This brings to 
close a more than 10 year effort to 
provide Wauconda with a clean and 
sustainable source of drinking water.

Now that Lake Michigan water has 
arrived, water customers may have 
questions regarding how this new 
water source will affect their homes. 
“Do I still need my water softener?” 
“Will I still need to use my water fil-
ter?” “What is in the water from Lake 
Michigan?” The answers to these 
questions and more can be found 
by visiting: 

Lake Michigan Water Delivered to Wauconda Community Calendar

LVVA Ice Fishing Derby

Holiday Walk on Main

Christmas Eve

Business and
Community Expo

Dec 7

Dec 24

Christmas Day
Waste Management 
Service Delay 
Village Offices Closed

Dec 25

New Year’s Day
Waste Management 
Service Delay 
Village Offices Closed

Jan 1

Martin Luther King DayJan 20

Jan 25

Feb 22

continued on page 8
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The Introducing Wauconda’s NEWNEW News Source

The Lake Michigan Water Project

The Village’s efforts to bring Lake 
Michigan water to Wauconda began 
in 2006 when the results of a Village 
water survey concluded that the  
Village’s long-term water quality 
and supply could not be sustained 
by the Village’s deep and shallow 
well system. With this new informa-
tion Village officials researched new 
water supply options for the Village 
and selected Lake Michigan water 
as the best option for Wauconda. 
In 2011 the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources approved the 
Village’s Lake Michigan water allo-
cation and in 2012 Wauconda voters 
approved by a 2-to-1 margin a ref-
erendum for the Village to issue up 
to $41 million in General Obligation 
Bonds to pay for the project.

Wauconda-il.gov/
LakeMichiganWater



In an effort to reach more residents 
while continuing to be transparent, 
we are bringing you a hard-copy 
newsletter. Many people feel inun-
dated with emails, don’t check the 
Village website or social media pag-
es, or believe it or not, don’t have a 

computer. As a result we will be offering a hard-copy newsletter every 
quarter to keep you better informed about matters in the village.

These are some interesting times, not only around the country but right 
here in Wauconda! As you know, we have finally received Lake Michigan 
water. We are proud to be a part of Central Lake County Joint Action Water 
Agency (CLCJAWA) and look forward to working together for many years. I 
would like to thank our residents for approving this great asset by a nearly 
2-1 margin by referendum back in 2012. This valuable resource will provide 
a clean, safe, and reliable source of drinking water for generations to come! 
Look throughout this newsletter for some interesting facts about Lake 
Michigan.

On another note, the State of Illinois has authorized the legalization of rec-
reational marijuana use starting January 1, 2020. The Board of Trustees, 
staff and I have been working on this topic and whether or not to allow the 
sale of cannabis in the Village. If you’re not aware, we have four commit-
tees that examine topics such as this to get the proper information before 
bringing it to the Village Board for a vote. This topic was reviewed by both 
our Economic Development and License & Administration Committees and 
appeared before the Village’s Plan Commission / Zoning Board of Appeals 
on November 20th for a public hearing. Our Committee meetings are open 
to the public and we encourage your participation. Meetings are typically 
on Tuesdays at 5:30pm and located in the Village Hall Boardroom. Please 
check the Village website for more information. If you cannot attend our 
meetings, please feel free to contact the trustees or myself, regarding any 
topic, by email which can be found on the Village website.

Since last February our License & Administration Committee has worked on 
an ordinance for clearing of sidewalks. In November the Village Board 
approved this ordinance which now requires property owners in the   
Village to clear their sidewalks of snow and ice within 24-hours of snowfall. 
Please keep sidewalks clear for pedestrian traffic, especially for children 
to walk safely to school or bus stops. Also, please keep in mind that our 
Public Works employees are out keeping our streets clear. Sometimes 
we forget how long it takes to stop our vehicle when conditions aren’t 
the best, especially during the first few storms. Please maintain a proper 
distance when driving and be courteous to others as well.

I wish you and your family a happy and safe holiday season, and hope to 
see you at our great events or local businesses!

Mayor’s Message
Lincoln F. Knight
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Shop with a Cop
The Wauconda Police Department held 
its annual Shop with a Cop event on 
December 1st. The children selected 
to participate got the opportunity 
to spend time with an officer and 
create a positive experience while 
they shopped for Christmas gifts. 

Don’t forget to 
shop local this 
holiday season.



3

The Village of Wauconda continually strives to meet the needs of its water/sewer 
customers by providing convenient and cost effective ways to collect water/sewer 
payments. Auto Pay is the most convenient way to make sure your utility bill is 
paid on time and in full every month. You will still receive your monthly bill and 
there is no fee for this service.

To participate in this program, complete the Auto Pay 
authorization form and return it with a voided check to 
101 N. Main St., Wauconda, IL 60084. 

To print the form from our website follow these steps:

It may take up to two billing cycles for Auto Pay to become active. Your bill will 
say “Auto Paid” once this service is activated.

Alex Pryde, Superintendent of Public 
Works, Retires
It is with both sadness and joy that the      
Village of Wauconda announces the retire-
ment of Alex Pryde, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Works. Alex joined the Village in 2001 as 
a Maintenance Service Technician where he 
earned his Class B Water Operators License. 
His drive and dedication quickly moved 
him up through the ranks from Foreman of 
the Street Department in 2006 to Superintendent of Operations in 2008. Having 
been born and raised in Wauconda, working for the Village was more than a job to 
him, it was an opportunity to serve the community that he loved. 

Prior to his career with the Village, Alex served our country for over 21 years in 
the U.S. Air Force earning the rank of Master Sergeant. It was during this time 
that he met his wife and had two children. 

We want to thank Alex for his dedication to the Village of Wauconda over the 
past 18 years. Alex will be greatly missed and we wish him the best of luck in his 
retirement.

Avoid Water/Sewer Late Fees and Shutoff 

$
Visit

Select
Click

www.Wauconda-il.gov
THE VILLAGE > UTILITY BILLING > PAYMENT OPTIONS
the link under AUTO DEBIT

Bangs Lake is one of Wauconda 
-area’s finest recreational loca-
tions. The lake is approximately 
309 acres in size and is enjoyed 
by fishermen, skiers, and recre-
ational boaters. Please familiar-
ize yourself with the Welcome 
to Bangs Lake Guide which    
contains important rules and 
regulations pertaining to lake 
activities. The guide can be 
found on the Marine Patrol Unit 
page on the Village website. 

Each winter Bangs Lake is a 
popular spot for fisherman of 
all levels. To safely monitor and 
regulate ice fishing on Bangs 
Lake, the Village approved an 
Ice Shelter Permit Fee. Shelter 
fees do not apply to fishing 
tournaments on Bangs Lake. 

Shelter Fees:

All shelters must register 
with the Wauconda Police 
Department. Permits can be 
obtained while on the lake or 
in advance at the Wauconda 
Police Department located 
at 311 S. Main Street. More 
information can be found on 
our website under Marine  
Patrol Unit.

Permanent Shelter
This shelter can be left on 
the ice all season, 
unattended (one-time fee)

Temporary Shelter
This shelter must be taken 
down daily, must not be 
left unattended, and can 
be erected throughout the 
entire season (one-time fee)

No fee for fishing without a 
shelter e.g., anglers sitting 
on a bucket on the open ice

$45

$25

$0

Fishing Shelters

Senior Citizen Discount on 
Water/Sewer Bills
The Village offers a senior citizen discount on their monthly water/sewer bills, 
which provides registered participants age 65 and over with a 10% discount on 
the first 2,000 gallons of billed water / sewer per month. If you would like to 
participate in this free program, please bring photo ID that includes your date 
of birth and Wauconda mailing address to the Village Hall at 101 North Main 
Street to register. 



WINTER NEED-TO-KNOW

It’s that time of year again when winter weather operations are kicking into 
gear. Last winter the Public Works Department responded to 31 snow and ice 
events, which is about the same as the previous year’s 32 events. During the 
2018/2019 winter season, the Village received 68” of snow. 
 
The Public Works Department has begun preparing for the 2019/2020 winter 
season. In the weeks and months before the winter weather sets in, Public Works 
staff completes snowplow truck inspections, and all trucks are converted into 
“winter mode” with the installation of de-icing equipment, pre-wetting tanks, 
and snowplows. All of the Village’s snowplow drivers review their routes and 
familiarize themselves with any new equipment or procedures.

As we enter the winter season here are a few helpful reminders and tips:

• When shoveling driveways, clear the area to the left of the driveway (left when 
facing the street). 

• Once plow drivers have plowed your road, and if you still need to snow blow 
your driveway, it is best to place the snow in your yard or in the parkway to 
prevent snow piles at the end of your driveway. Piling or blowing snow in the 
roadway is strictly prohibited.

• Village Ordinance states that there is no parking on Village streets at any time 
during a snowfall of two inches or more. 

 
If you have any questions regarding winter season operations, please contact 
the Public Works Department at 847-526-9610.

Winter Season Preparations

Winter Reminders

Clearing the area to the left of your 
driveway after it snows can help you 
avoid the “second shovel”. This gives 
the plows a space to push all the snow 
from the road that would normally 
end up blocking your way so you 
won’t have to shovel twice.

Clear the area to the 
left of your driveway

Did you know?
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It takes the cooperation and 
effort of all Wauconda citizens 
to help make safe road and 
pedestrian conditions during 
the winter season. Some winter 
responsibilities are required of 
citizens by Village ordinance. 
The following are some helpful 
winter reminders of Village 
winter ordinance requirements:

Parking
To help with safe and efficient 
snow removal operations, 
parking any vehicle on any 
street in the Village after a 
snowfall of two inches or 
more is prohibited. Vehicles 
in violation of this ordinance 
may be ticketed and/or towed 
at the owner’s expense.

Placing Snow on 
Streets
To help keep streets clear 
of snow and safe for travel, 
residents are asked to not 
clear snow from their side-
walks and/or driveways onto 
streets. Please see the Winter 
Season Preparations section 
for helpful tips on how to 
clear your driveway and avoid 
the “second shovel”.

Sidewalk Snow          
Removal
The Village encourages safe  
pedestrian travel throughout 
the Village. Property owners 
are required to remove snow 
and ice from sidewalks adjacent 
to their property within 24 
hours after a snowfall of two 
inches or more.

Winter               
Ordinance         
Requirements



Wauconda Village Code sets a max speed limit of 50 mph while operating any 
snowmobile, ATV, UTV or other motorized conveyance on any frozen water 
located within the Village limits. Between sunset and 10 a.m. the speed limit is 
reduced to a maximum of 25 miles per hour. (Sec. 77.05).

The Village of Wauconda also requires that all motorized vehicles be insured 
and registered with the State of Illinois. Registration tags should be displayed 
appropriately. Additional information can be found on the Illinois DNR website. 
The Marine Patrol Unit oversees winter lake activities. 

All activities on the waters or surface of Bangs Lake or any body of water in the 
Village of Wauconda are at the participants’ own risk. The Village of Wauconda 
assumes no liability for said use.

The Village of Wauconda is responsible for 13 snow plowing routes which covers 
approximately 114 lane miles of streets and roads throughout the Village. This 
includes the plowing of Illinois Route 176 (from Fairfield Road to Anderson Road) 
and Illinois Route 59 (from E. Liberty Street to Oak Grove Drive) through an inter-
governmental agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation. The 
Village also performs snow and ice removal service for the municipally owned 
parking lots and alleys. The following roads are maintained by other governmental 
agencies with jurisdiction in the Village:

• Bonner Road (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Fairfield Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Gilmer Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• U.S. Route 12 (Illinois Department of Transportation)

Winter Vehicle Safety

Who Plows My Street?

To help protect your mailbox 
and the Village’s snow removal 
crews, please make sure that 
your mailbox meets the follow-
ing requirements:

Only one mailbox per residence 
may be placed within the right-
of-way (except for multiple -user 
mailboxes approved by the 
U.S.P.S.).

Mailboxes must be maintained 
by the property owner and 
kept in good condition at all 
times; and the mailbox shall 
be removed if the building 
it serves has closed or relocat-
ed; and the mailbox shall be           
removed immediately if the         
Village determines it poses a  
particular threat to public safety.

The front surface of the mailbox 
shall be installed 6 to 8 inches 
from the edge of the pavement 
or the back of the curb (if such 
curb exists) and the bottom 
surface of the mailbox shall be 
between 41 and 45 inches from 
the ground surface.

Mailbox 
Placement

Public
Works

6”- 8”

41”- 45”
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With the holiday season upon us, 
the Village of Wauconda Police 
Department offers a convenient 
way for residents to request a       
vacation watch for their home or to alert of additional parking (does not 
apply during snow events of 2” or more). To access the on-line registration, 
select the brown Overnight Parking link on the bottom of 
www.Wauconda-il.gov homepage. 

This past September 11th at 6:53pm the National Weather Service issued a Tornado 
Warning to McHenry and Lake Counties. Within two minutes of that alert the 
Village of Wauconda EMA Department sent out a follow up alert via Everbridge 
to all subscribers. Make sure your family is fully informed about emergencies 
and other important community news by signing up for Everbridge Notifications. 
This system enables the Village to provide you with critical information quickly in 
a variety of situations, such as severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing 
persons and evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods.

Sign up today and you will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you 
specify, such as your home, mobile or business phones, email address, text 
messages and more. You pick where, you pick how. To access the on-line           
registration, select the blue Community / Emergency Alerts link on the bottom of 
the www.Wauconda-il.gov homepage. 

Why do I need                                  
Mass Notification System? 

Call 211
Free • Confidential • 24/7

Speak to a live person • 150+ Languages
Text your zip code to 898211
211LakeCounty.org211 is an easy to remember, 24-hour 

information and referral helpline.  
It’s designed to reduce time and 
frustration by acting as a central access
point to  health and human services 
in Lake County.

Without 211, people are often faced 
with finding services on their own. 
The result is a lot of time spent calling 
around trying to find the answer to 
their need.

Through 2018, more than 94% of 
the United States had access to 211. 
United Way of Lake County is proud 
to provide this valuable community 
resource.

Get Help Navigating Local 
Health and Human Services

Lake   County 
is in need of 
Election Judg-
es for the up-
coming 2020 
e l e c t i o n s . 
Election judg-
es are respon-

sible for the proper and law-
ful conduct of the election 
and ensure that every person 
qualified to vote is permitted 
to vote, and that every person 
permitted to vote is qualified 
to vote.  

In order to be selected to 
become an Election Judge, 
you must meet the following 
qualifications: 

1. Be a registered Lake County 
voter;

2. Be of good repute and 
character and not subject 
to the registration require-
ment of the Sex Offender 
Registration Act;

3. Fluently speak, read, and 
write the English language 
(English/Spanish bilingual 
applicants encouraged to 
apply);

4. Be able to sit/stand for an 
extended period of time;

5. Not be a candidate for any 
office in the election or an 
elected committeeman; 

6. Must declare affiliation 
with a major political party.

7. Complete a Basic Training 
class and skills assessment. 
Registration is required.

For additional information or 
to complete the online
application form, visit 
www.lakecountyil.gov/326/
Election-Judges. 

A Message from 
Robin O’Connor, 
Lake County Clerk



Visit
Call

E-Mail

www.wmatyourdoor.com
1-800-499-7587
atyourdoor@wm.com

Waste Management’s At Your Door Special  Col-
lection® service can safely collect many types 
of unwanted, potentially hazardous, and hard-to-recycle items from your home. 

· Household Chemicals
· Automotive Products
· Consumer Electronics
· Paint Products
· Batteries

Some exclusions do apply. Visit their website to see other acceptable materials.

Each incorporated Wauconda resident with Waste Management service may 
use this service an unlimited amount of times throughout the year. Schedule 
your pick up today using any of these three easy ways:

At Your Door Special        
Collection Service Offered
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DECEMBER
Dec 3

Village Services 5:30pm
Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Dec 10
Economic Development 5:30pm

Dec 17
License & Administration 5:30pm

Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Dec 24
Natural Resources CANCELED

JANUARY
Jan 7

Village Services 5:30pm 
Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Jan 14
Economic Development 5:30pm

Jan 21
License & Administration 5:30pm

Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Jan 28
Natural Resources 5:30pm 

FEBRUARY
Feb 4

Village Services 5:30pm 
Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Feb 11
Economic Development 5:30pm

Feb 18
License & Administration 5:30pm

Village Board Meeting 7:00pm

Feb 25
Natural Resources 5:30pm 

Winter Meeting 
Schedule

How to Dispose of Your Christmas Tree?
Residents looking to dispose of their Christmas Trees after the holiday have 
two convenient options, through Waste Management or at Lake County  
Forest Preserve (LCFP). 

Waste Management
Waste Management, the Village’s refuse contractor, will conduct Christmas 
tree collection service from Monday, Jan 6, 2020 through Friday, Jan17, 2020. 

Residents should have their Christmas tree on the curbside by 7:00 a.m. during the 
specified dates to be collected for compost-ing. Trees will be collected throughout 
this time period, however it is a special collection and may not occur on the same 
day as residents’ scheduled collection day.  

If you have any questions, please contact  Waste Management at                        
800-796-9696 or visit their website at www.WM.com. 

Lake County Forest Preserve Holiday Tree Recycling

Bring your tree to a drop-off site at one of the following forest        
preserves, open daily from 6:30am to sunset:

· Lakewood in Wauconda - drop trees off along Forest Preserve Drive

Donated trees are chipped and used for trails and landscaping at 
forest preserves throughout Lake County. Drop-offs accepted at the 
marked sites only between December 26 and February 1. Only 
undecorated, real Christmas trees can be accepted; no yard 
waste. Commercial drop-offs are prohibited.



101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Village of

Wauconda WIRE

the water utility system, which are driven by water rates.

The Village of Wauconda would like to thank our residents 
and businesses for their patience and cooperation over 
the past decade as the Village worked to secure and 
deliver Lake Michigan water - a clean and sustainable 
source of drinking water.

Construction on the internal water system improvements 
in Wauconda began in 2014 and were completed in 2019. 
The total cost of the internal system improvements was 
approximately $15.5 million. The external water main, 
which brings the Lake Michigan water from CLCJAWA 
to Wauconda, was constructed by CLCJAWA and began 
in 2018 and was completed in fall 2019. The total cost 
of Wauconda’s share of the external water main was                 
approximately $16.5 million. 

In addition to the construction costs for the internal and 
external water main improvements, the Village is also        
responsible for $16 million in connection fees to CLCJAWA 
to cover the Village’s access to the water agency. In December 
of 2017 the Village of Wauconda officially became one of 
13 member communities that make up this intergovern-
mental water agency.

In total, the Lake Michigan Water Project will cost just 
under $48 million. Of this total, roughly $26 million of 
the project is being financed through property taxes, 
which was authorized by taxpayers by a 2 to 1 margin as 
part of the 2012 voter referendum. The remaining $22 
million in costs is being paid for by revenues generated from 

(Michigan Water continued from page 1)

Mayor Lincoln F. Knight

Village Board Members
Chuck Black
Tim Howe
Adam Schlick

Village Clerk Cheryl Falk-Novak

Village Hall 847-526-9600

Public Works 847-526-9610

Community Development 847-526-9609

Utility Billing 847-526-9604 

Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials 
contained in this newsletter is prohibited without 
permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     

@Wauconda60084     

Village of Wauconda     

Wauconda_60084
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Lake Michigan 
Water Fun Facts

• Lake Michigan contains 
 approximately 1.3 quadrillion gallons of water 

and is up to 923 feet deep
• Wauconda will receive on average 1.1 million 

gallons of water/day from CLCJAWA (4,200 tons)
• The external transmission main carrying water 

to Wauconda from the CLCJAWA booster station 
in Grayslake is 9.3 miles long. The internal water 
system improvements completed by the Village 
of Wauconda equal 4.7 miles of transmission mains

Rich Morino
Tom Shaw
Jeff Sode


